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ands ot students in Turkey's largest universities began a new campaign cf mass
= in April 19287,

The larest protests were provoked by oropesals to further restrict the already
minimal rights of students. Most important of these was the 2ill on student
asscciaticns beina cushed throuch the Turkish Grand Naticnal Assembly (parliament)
~, the recime. The effect of this bill wculd have been to crush the 3Student lentres
~ave Deen miltizlyving in faculties anc c-r tampuses tnroughout Turke,. In their

M ~

zlace, The regime wished tc impcse cne str.Til. T nircled student asscciatiosn per

oiohlindel

camous.
STUDENT CZENTRES

Student Tentres have emerged as the main form cof crganisation adopted by students
as a means of establisning independent, democratic student bodies defending their

interests.

Follcwing the military coup in 13980 all student unions and asscciations were closed-
down. The Student Tentres emerged in 1985-8€ as an attempt by students to once more
establish their own bodies. Despite being subjected to such severe repression by

the poclitical police and university authorities that they have had tc function almost
clandistinely, the centres (there are usually several on each campus) are beginning tc

link-ur nationally.

The Student Tentres really emarged as a fcrce during the December 198€-Jantary 1987
hunger strikes and demonstraticns by students acainst the reacticnary education

s ‘stem,

CrPRESSION BY YCK

Apart from the Bill on student associations, the latest protests were also caused by
the continuing repressive practices of YOK (Higher Education Council) which exercises
total contreol over higher educational establishments. A new example of YOK's policy
of imposing military-style discipline on students and suppressing freedom of
-nought was shown at Haceteppe University on March 24. Here, the university
.thorities have drawn-up a new list of offences for which a student can be
:xpelled. Apart from normal expellable offences such as theft or drug-taking, the
authorities have introduced others such as: "Swearing”,"belittling another student”,
"readi or ssessin banned ublications"”, "spending an evening outside campus or
hostels without permiscion™, "staging protests against the campus management”,

"carrying out ideological activities™.

PRCTESTS

The April student protests began with scattered actions cover a wide variety of
irievances. An examgle was at Istanbul University on April 8 when students cresented
the Rector with a petition saving they "cannot study on empty stomzachs" anc asking
f-r larzer ocrtions of focd in the university's refectories. 500 students zatnered
in fror- of the Zector's cffice. Eventually security colice arrived tc zizrterse

“he zrzwd and the Itodent Centre's press cfficer was detained. She was lazer

relezzed.

The crcrtests accelerated on the weekend of April 11-12. Students at Istancul,

Ankara, Adana and Zursa universities staged canteen beoycctts and sit-Gown Zemcnstraticns.
The biggest and most viclent zonfrontaticn took place in frent of the Architectural
Faculty of the Middle East Technical University in Ankara. During a sit-down protest
paramilitarv gendarmes waded into the students lashing out with the butts of their

guns as they arrested student Ismail Aksoy and several others on the accusation of

"singing a revolutionary march".
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The react:i:n ~f tne reacime -o Irsrozts 3t tne Misgdle Tast Technical riversisy was
particulary narsh. They have nct forictten that it was there that the last big student
‘action' tock clace vefcre the 1-- <oup when, at the university's opening ceremony,
students drowned out the olaying =f the Turkish “atisnal Anthem by singing the
'Internationale’.

At all affected universities students handed out leaflets and at Istanbul students
nostad-up placards reading:; "Student crzanizations will not be shut dcwn',"nc to YCK",
"lonc live sur strucgle for an cpen and demccratic university".

noApril 15 2,0 students in Istanpul, tock the autncrities by suprise anc¢ marched
from the Aksaray Zistrict tc Zeyazit “guare . in front cf the main universizy building).
Eolice calls t2 Zisperse were ignored and students continued to march forward. In the

square students zang scngs against YOK and alsc cnes by banned poet Nazim Hikmet.

When the police chief in perscn acain called on students tc disperse, -ne shouted back
"let the police disperse first, then we will". He was promptly arrested. In the words .
of a Turkish press report (Milliyet 1€/4/87) : “Despite the police giving full

warning the resistance continued so the police hit out at girl and boy students with
batons and dragged them by the hair to the police vans”. A general melee continued

as units of riot and political police lashed-out indiscriminately.

Students shouted slogans such as: "An end to being a slave of YOK" and "we will
defeat torture".

Police took 10C students to the notorious Gayrenteppe Political Branch Interrogation
Centre. At the time of compiling this report 66 are still detained there.

The march to Beyazit Sqguare was the first "unauthorised" march through the centre
of Istanbul since the 1380 coup.

Various grotest marches and other actions in the provinces were broken-up by police
and the participants dtained.

However, following the protests the regime announced that the student associations
bill had been withdrawn "for further consideration".

In an open letter to the government, student leaders said: "The recent incidents
which have exploded in the universities have been building up for a long time. The
undemocratic ways being used to close our centres has been the last straw"...

"The Student Centres where students can go to seek their riahts are being threatened
with closure"... The letter went on to accuse the regime of not zbiding by even it's
own legal norms and of having "an aristocrats understandirg of democracy”.

Despite this partial climbdown by the regime, student protests, hunger strikes and
marches are continuing. Many students feel that the present concessions by the
regime are temporary and small.

The major theme of the continuineg crotests are demands for the release of students
Jerained ov zhe pclitical pelice and nc victimisactizn 2f student activisss. It is

still difficult to deterrine “-e acnual ~urber -t students still in deten<icon as a
result of the current crotest acticns put it seems in Ankara some 2C->C students are
ts crought befcre the tate Zfecurity Courts, S-17 in Sivas, 13 in Izmir and an

anknown number 1n Istanbul. The legal oppositicn 3ccial Democratic Pcpulist Party is
also raising the issue of a number of students who s=2a2m t£o have 'disappeared' in
oclice hancds in Ankara.

Students issued another statement in Istanbul durinc further orotests on izril 21, in
which they accuse the regime of: "Aiming to get rid of student centres...depoliticise
students,...Create universities where freedom, democracy and knowledge are absent.
And create a passive mass of studente -no different from a haystack". The regime



...'wants

fight for

students, -n the 2ther hand,
~raasi cifs T spright. . "This
treel. .

However, 32udents can nct zain
“we will -—cntinue £z zhe 2nd <2
"What is

sendarmes' rifle putts"...

The students are reaciaving

students whe believe everything they are told, are obediant and Zon't
their rights. Thet want to create a cne-type, one-model human being". The
are aiminc for univerzities where freedor -f -ncuast angd

iz Jependent -~r heinag able to form stident

./ otns

“:dents sro .l Ze ar.s T particigate 1n the management .. Ine _nlJersi_.e_.
their rights "through being passive <r bejcini.”

defend our legal rights, cur freedom and ZJemccracy”...

really illecal is for students to have to feel the police batcns and the

support from wide sections cf Turkish society. Trade :nicns,

carents, associaticns ot relartives of political priscners, leading writers z=nd

musicians and
ané hunger =trikes.

CONTINUING CZRISIS

some academizs have all been represented at student sit-—cow

)

crotestz

It is clear that despite both the repressive measures and minor concessions by the
present regime in Turkey, the student protest movement will continue to grow in the

coming period.

The struggle students in Turkey have begun is not only a fight for what shculd be
normal student rights in any democratic society. They are also fighting for
fundimental principles of academic freedom and education instead of crude ideological
indoctrination. The students of Turkey are also playing their part in the struggle
to build a genuinely democratic society in Turkey in place of the current anti-

democratic and authoritarian regime.
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STUDENTS U DER MILIT RY
DISCIPLI E

At the latest count, the lives of students in Turkey are being
regulated by over 20decrees. These affect every aspect of their
daily lives, including how they lay out their wardrobes,
dormitory floors, etc, etc...

“The Credits and Domitories Law™, (Act 351), the
regulations governing students’ daily lives run to 169 pages!.
They even tell students when to sleep, when to get up,what to
drink, and what they can talk about.

Example: “‘Students shall everday including holidays and
festivals, take turns between 2300 hours and 7.00 hours to
guard the reading rooms, dormitories and floors. This they
must do dressed in proper clothes. Not in pyjamas or

e s

shorts™.

On the wall 1n every dormitory is a quote from a speech
made by ‘president’ K.Evren to students: ‘‘Because the
dormitories are not sufficient and there are not enough
matteresses. Because of the bad food, high expenses, because
of the form or unjustness of the exams and marking. With all
these issues they (agitators) will come to you with seemingly
innocent demands and draw you into protests. This way they
will try to distort your minds”.

Because of the regime’s fear of a repetition of the role
youth played in the stuggle for political change in the early
1970s. All protests by students about these harsh conditions
are met with accusations of attempting “‘to create anarchy™.
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The University authorities in Turkey are even dictating how
students must lay out their closets or wardrobes.

The diagram opposite is issued 1o every studeni. It tells her o1
him exactly what can be put in the wardrobe and where.

The accompanying notes warn students that closets/war-
drobes are liable to inspection at any time by the authorities. To
have items other than those listed in his or her wardrobe will
make a student liable to “disciplinary measures”.



